Genetics project

Your task is to research an aspect of gene technology.

For example:

· cloning (human or otherwise)

· gene testing (for disease, for insurance companies, prenatal)

· genetically modified food (safety, labelling)

· transgenic animals (for drug production, possible organ transplants)

· gene therapy (in treating diseases)

· use of microorganisms for gene transfer (safety)

· human genome project (information rights)

or choose something else of interest to you

Sources of information:

· your textbook

· the library 

· newspapers/magazines

· television

· internet (but be discriminating – don’t believe everything you read!)

You should find out about:

· the genetic engineering techniques involved

· background scientific information

· ELSI (ethical, legal and social implications)

· try to look for pros and cons of the technology you have chosen to present a balanced argument

You should use your information to:

EITHER

1. Produce a poster aimed at the general public, including information, diagrams and presenting arguments for and against.

OR

2. Give a brief (5 min) presentation to the class, explaining your chosen topic.  You can use the board, overhead projector, handouts etc. and should be prepared to answer questions.

Websites

start from www.spolem.co.uk
go to the “A level genetics” page

for a more basic introduction try the “key stage 4” page – in the sections “genetics and DNA” or “controlling inheritance”

