Naming Compounds

When elements combine their names often change slightly.  

There are three rules:-

Rule 1

When two elements combine the ending is usually “something-ide”.

For example:

Sodium and Chlorine give SODIUM CHLORIDE

And in just the same way:

	Chlorine changes to
	
	Bromine changes to
	

	Oxygen changes to
	
	Fluorine changes to
	

	Sulphur changes to
	
	Iodine changes to
	


Rule 2
When three or more different elements combine, and one of them is oxygen, the ending will be “something-ate”.

For example:

	Elements present
	Name of compound

	Copper + sulphur + oxygen
	Copper sulphate

	Sodium + carbon + oxygen
	

	Potassium + sulphur + oxygen
	

	Calcium + carbon + oxygen
	

	Ammonia + nitrogen + oxygen
	


Rule 3
When two identical elements combine the name doesn’t change at all.

For example:

	H2 = 
	
	F2 = 
	

	N2 = 
	
	Cl2 = 
	

	O2 = 
	
	Br2 = 
	


Now work out the names of the following compounds:

1. Sodium joined with fluorine

2. Two iodines joined up

3. Magnesium joined with oxygen

4. Calcium with sulphur and oxygen

5. Copper with carbon and oxygen

6. Iron joined with sulphur

7. Carbon joined with two oxygens

8. Sulphur joined with two oxygens

9. Zinc with sulphur and oxygen

10. Two hydrogens joined with one oxygen (this is a trick question)

