TYPES OF RESPIRATORY STRUCTURES

STRUCTURE
ANIMALS THAT USE THIS STRUCTURE
DESCRIPTION
COMMENT

Body surface
Worms, slugs, snails
These animals take in air through the surface of their bodies
The body surface needs to be kept moist by mucus

Tracheal tubes
Insects, spiders, centipedes
Air enters the body through tiny holes called spiracles.  It then passes through tracheal tubes to tracheoles, where it passes into the body
In some insects you can see the movement of the body which draws air into the spiracles

Gills
Fish, amphibians
Gills are moist, thin structures that grow out from the body surface. 
The gills have a lot of blood vessels to carry the oxygen away to the rest of the body

Lungs
Humans, other mammals
Respiratory structures inside the body, with a series of air passages leading to thin walled air sacs called alveoli
Gas exchange takes place in the alveoli

